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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in the United Kingdom on 2 April 2003. It is noted, however, that 
applicant has not filed a certified copy of the application, United Kingdom 
0307697.3 04/02/2003, as required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

3. The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-10, 19-21, 23, 27-31, and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

I. Regarding Claim 1 , it is unclear what are the elements of the claimed 
structure. Does the claimed article require that the uncured pigmented 
layer be attached to uncured prepreg without adhesive, or is this an 
intended use of the claimed article? 

II. Regarding Claims 1 9 and 21 , it is unclear what is meant by reference 
to "claim 10" as claim 10 relates to an "uncured pigmented layer," not 
to an "uncured panel assembly." 

III. Regarding Claims 23, 27, and 30, it is unclear what is meant by 
reference to "[a] method for making an uncured pigmented panel 
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assembly according to Claim 21" as Claim 21 relates to a "panel 
assembly," not to a "method." 
IV. Regarding Claims 21 and 33, it Is unclear what is meant by the phrase 
"wherein said thermoplastic film substrate, if any, has been removed 
from said (cured) panel assembly." In the previous claim, there may 
be no requirement of a "thermoplastic film substrate" in the uncured 
panel assembly, but rather merely a substrate. Were the substrate 
present, but not a thermoplastic film, must it be removed to obtain the 
claimed article? 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

6. A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

7. (b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, wore than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

8. Claims 1, 4, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Meyer et al. USP 4,599,212. Meyer teaches coating a mold with an uncured 
resin composition that comprises pigmenting agent. See Meyer (col. 4, line 35 
through col. 5, line 1 1 ). Since the mold is subjected to the curing temperature, it 
would be expected that its melting point exceeds the curing temperature. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. The subject matter of Claims 11-18, 22, 24, and 32 is not taught or suggested by 
the reviewed prior art nor by the prior art of record. Particulariy, with respect to 
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claims 11-18, the assembly structures, including the materials of the claimed 
characteristics, is not taught or suggested. With respect to Claims 22, 24, and 
32, the claimed methods that give rise to articles of the structures of Claims 1 1- 
18, are similarly not taught or suggested. As one example, Hirosaki JP 05- 
254051 is related prior art, but is not applicable for failure to teach or suggest 
specifically claimed materials and material characteristics, such as relative curing 
temperatures and melting temperatures as well as thermosetting and 
thermoplastic qualities. 

Conclusion 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael La Villa whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-1539. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday. 

1 1 . If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Deborah Jones can be reached on (571) 272-1535. The fax phone 
number for the organization vyhere this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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12. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications Is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 

Michael La Villa 

3 October 2005 > , ^ . 
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